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Granary reopens as
£52k project pays off

NOW OPEN: Visitors turned out for the reopening of The Granary at the weekend.
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“Double celebration sees boat trips relaunched

BYANNE WISE
annewise@iliffepublishing.co.uk
- @SFPSudbury ¥

Celebrations tomark the
50thanniversary of the Stour
River Trust were topped off
atthe weekend by the official
reopening of The Granaryin
Sudbury.

There were two ribbon-cut-
tingceremonies-onefor The
Granary’s refurbishment
and one for the relaunch of
the trust’s boat trip for peo-
ple with disabilities.

Trust vice-president Em-
rhys Barrell said: “The refur-
bishment took around six
monthsto complete at a cost
of £52,000.

“It is for the community

and can be used by clubsand:

groups and rented at low-
cost forweddingsand events.
It is a Babergh asset and we
lease it on a 999-year lease.”

Babergh District Council
vice-chairman Adrian Os-
borne gave a speech at the
event.

Afterwards, residents
were given the opportunity
totakeahalf-pricetrip along
the river, with children and
people with disabilities trav-
ellingfree aspart ofthe cele-
bratory event.

Visitors were able to use
the refurbished Granary tea
roomand enjoy teaand cakes
alongside the river.

The 18th century Grana-

&

ry in Quay Lane was last re-
stored by volunteers from
the trust in the 1980s and its
refurbishment isregarded as
asignificant achievement in
its history.

“In 1968, Anglian Water
sought to have the right of
navigation extinguished by
an act of Parliament, but the
newly-formed River Stour
Trust fought the applica-
tion and, in a landmark case
in the House of Lords, the
right of navigation was main-
tained,” said Mr Barrell.

“Since then the vol-

ALL I(EOARD: Guest'swe invited to enjoy a boat trip down the River Stour.

unteers of the trust have
worked tirelessly to restore
the waterway to be enjoyed
by all, and have achieved a
long list of successes.

“They rescued and re-
stored the historic Granary
building, built a new lock at
Great Cornard, built a visi-
tor and education centre at
Great Cornard, reopened two
of the locks at Flatford and
Dedham, built two new slip-
ways, and opened ariverside
picnic area at Cattawade.”

He added: “The annual
Sudbury to the Sea canoe
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weekend attracts more than
500 entrants and isreal high-
light of our calendar.”

Sudbury is one of many
towns on the 25-mile long
River Stour, running from
Sudbury to the sea at Man-
ningtree. .

Itslocks and barges were
made famous by John Con-
stable’s many paintings in
the 19th century and car-
goes included bricks from
the brickworks at Balling-
don, with flour, wheat and
agricultural products sent
to London.



